
 

Why New Mexico Needs a Digital Equity Plan  

Increasingly, Americans require a broadband internet connec6on to live, work, and 
interact. Yet numerous individuals, many of whom are members of historically 
overlooked and underserved communi6es, lack the connec6on, devices, skills, and 
support needed to take advantage of the opportuni6es made available by the use of 
digital technologies and online resources.   

Expanding access to reliable high-speed internet is the necessary first step for accessing 
those opportuni6es, but access alone is not enough. In addi6on, individuals and 
communi6es need to have the full capacity, including the tools, knowledge, and skills, to 
ensure they can fully par6cipate in the educa6onal system, the economy, and their local, 
social and cultural networks. This equitable capacity is referred to as “digital equity.” 

The Digital Equity Act of 2021 was created to achieve digital equity by promo6ng a 
diverse array of digital inclusion projects at the state and local level, such as making 
access and devices affordable or providing the training and support needed for the 
meaningful use of technology. To accomplish these goals, the Na6onal 
Telecommunica6ons and Informa6on Administra6on (NTIA) established two state grant 
programs. The Capacity Building Formula Grants, to be released in autumn of 2022, fund 
the crea6on and implementa6on of state Digital Equity Plans. These will be followed by 
compe66ve grants to support state digital inclusion projects. A parallel grant program, 
the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program, will provide funding for 
construc6on of the infrastructure expansion needed to ensure that the expanded 
baseline of access necessary for Digital Equity goals to be achieved is in place. 

Through the Office of Broadband Access and Expansion (OBAE) within the Department 
of Informa6on Technology, New Mexico has begun the preliminary work needed to 
create a state Digital Equity Plan. Working in collabora6on with underserved 
communi6es, tradi6onally under-represented groups, and tribal en66es, as well as with 
members of the neediest popula6ons, OBAE is seXng in place the pieces needed to 
make digital equity a reality for all New Mexicans.  

OBAE invites input from New Mexico communi6es as we frame the Digital Equity Plan. 
To connect with us, or for more informa6on, please contact the Digital Equity and 
I n c l u s i o n P ro g ra m , O ffi c e o f B ro a d b a n d A c c e s s a n d E x p a n s i o n , a t 
info@ConnectNewMexico.org or visit www.ConnectNewMexico.org. 
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